Persuasive Writing
Persuasive writing is also known as an Argument Essay.  You will use logic and reason to show that one idea is more legitimate than another is.  You want to persuade readers to your side of the argument by using sound reasoning and effective evidence.  The types of evidence you will use include facts (something that can be proven), statistics, quotes, and examples. 
There are steps to follow to get ready to write your essay!  First, choose a topic.  Review the broad list that was provided on the class site.  Remember, these topics are broad.  You can narrow them to your own interests.  If you do not see a topic that interests you or relates to your degree plan, please contact me and we will discuss an alternative.

The second step is to write down everything you know about the topic.  Include things like the facts that are known.  A good place to start is the reporter questions: WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, and HOW.  

The third step is to look at your initial brainstorming and take a stance on your topic.  For instance, if you chose the evolution of fire science, your stance might be that the evolution of fire fighter gear saves fire fighter lives.  This is a clear indication to your reader that you will show HOW evolving technology saves fire fighter lives.
The fourth step is to write a persuasive thesis statement.  Remember, the persuasive thesis statement is a declarative statement.  It has a debatable point and an idea that can be proven. It addresses an audience (it is in third person).
Now, you are ready to begin the research process.  
